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Call to Order

Public Comment

The Louisiana Open Meetings Law provides the public with the opportunity to address this Board prior to it taking any action on an agenda item at 
the meeting. Members of the public can provide comment by email to comments@mccno.com or in person. Email comments will be read aloud 
up to two (2) minutes each. People wishing to speak in person must fill out a speaker card and submit it to staff at the meeting.  Speakers will be 
allowed 2 minutes to make comments. 

Approval of EDD Headquarters Hotel Subdistrict Meeting Minutes of June 
24, 2026

Resolution

A. 2026.5 – Authorizing a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement Relative to Certain Tax Incentives of the Headquarters Hotel Subdistrict for
the Headquarters Hotel Project

Other Business

Motion to Adjourn

AGENDA

mailto:comments@mccno.com


MEETING MINUTES 



MEETING MINUTES OF THE NEW ORLEANS EXHIBITION HALL AUTHORITY
ECONOMIC GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

HEADQUARTERS HOTEL SUBDISTRICT

A Meeting of The New Orleans Exhibition Hall Authority Economic Growth and 
Development District, Headquarters Hotel Subdistrict was held on Wednesday, 
June 24, 2026.

President Lesli Harris called the meeting to order at 3:32 p.m. and asked for a roll 
call. Members present were as follows:
             
Russell Allen   Present      
Geri Broussard  Absent    
James Capella  Present   
Stephen Caputo  Present     
Edgar Chase, IV  Present     
Elizabeth Ellison-Frost Present   
Lesli Harris   Present     
Ralph Mahana  Present     
Octavio Mantilla  Present   
JP Morrell   Present      
Jerry Reyes   Absent      
Jack Rizzuto   Present     
Desi Vega   Absent   
Camille Whitworth  Absent    
Eric Wright   Absent      
            
The total number present at roll call was ten (10). 

President Harris requested a motion to approve the EDD Headquarters Hotel 
Subdistrict Meeting Minutes of May 13, 2026. Commissioner Morrell moved 
approval; Commissioner Chase seconded. Motion approved. 

Jim Cook presented Resolution 2026.4: Authorization Relative to Headquarters 
Hotel PILOT Term Sheet Agreement. 

Commissioner Broussard entered the meeting at 3:39 p.m.

Commissioner Reyes entered the meeting at 3:43 p.m.

President Harris asked for public comments of agenda items. There were the 
following comments:

Tiger Hammond with AFL-CIO spoke in support.
Katie Baudouin with the Orleans Parish School Board spoke in support.
Luke Rojas Nogueira, a New Orleans resident, spoke in opposition.
Erika Zucker, Co-Director of the Workplace Justice Project, spoke in opposition.

Commissioner Rizzuto moved approval; Commissioner Capella seconded. 
Motion was approved.

There was no Other Business to come before the Board.

President Harris asked for a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Rizzuto moved 
adjournment; Commissioner Chase seconded. Motion approved and the 
meeting adjourned at 3:47 p.m.

ATTEST:  _______________________________________________
Chamille Whitworth, Secretary - Treasurer



RESOLUTION – 2026.5
AUTHORIZING A COOPERATIVE ENDEAVOR AGREEMENT RELATIVE TO CERTAIN 
TAX INCENTIVES OF THE HEADQUARTERS HOTEL SUBDISTRICT FOR THE 
HEADQUARTERS HOTEL PROJECT PG 1 OF 11  

WHEREAS, the New Orleans Exhibition Hall Authority Economic Growth and Development District (the "District") is a body politic and 
corporate created pursuant to Subpart B-48 of Part IV of Chapter 1 of Title 33 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended (the 
"Act"), for the purpose of (i) providing for cooperative economic and community development among the District, the City of New Orleans, 
the State of Louisiana, and the owners of property in the District, (ii) enhancing the development of and improvement to the property within 
the area of the District, and (iii) promoting economic growth, safety, and development; 

 WHEREAS, the Act authorizes this Board of Commissioners (the "Board"), acting as the governing authority of the District, to create 
subdistricts by designating one or more proposed areas within the boundaries of the District as a subdistrict thereof, each such subdistrict to 
constitute a political subdivision of the State with the same powers granted to the District; 

 WHEREAS, this Board created the Headquarters Hotel Subdistrict of the New Orleans Exhibition Hall Authority Economic Growth and 
Development District (the "Headquarters Hotel Subdistrict") pursuant to a resolution adopted on March 25, 2026;
 
 WHEREAS, the Ernest N. Morial – New Orleans Exhibition Hall Authority (the "Authority") is a party to the Hotel Development Agreement 
(as amended to the date hereof, the "Development Agreement") among the Authority, TRT New Orleans QOZ Sub, LP (the "Hotel Lessee"), 
and Omni Development Company, LLC, which provides for the acquisition and construction of an approximately 1000-room convention 
center headquarters hotel (the "Hotel") located adjacent to the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center–New Orleans; 

 WHEREAS, the Development Agreement provides that the Authority and Hotel Lessee will endeavor to enter into one or more Tax 
Rebate Agreements (as defined in the Development Agreement) in order to secure certain Tax Revenues (as defined in the Development 
Agreement) for the benefit of the Hotel Lessee and the Hotel; 
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WHEREAS, this Board, acting as the governing authority of the Headquarters Hotel Subdistrict, agrees that there is a significant need to 
complete the Hotel, and therefore now wishes to authorize execution of a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement (the "Agreement") by and 
among the Headquarters Hotel Subdistrict, the Authority, and the Hotel Lessee, for the purpose of making available to Hotel Lessee certain 
incremental sales, occupancy, and related taxes generated at the Hotel that would not exist but for the Hotel being open and operating, 
all as further set forth in the Agreement;

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, at the August 26, 2026, regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the New Orleans 
Exhibition Hall Authority Economic Growth and Development District, acting as the governing authority of the Headquarters Hotel Subdistrict 
of the New Orleans Exhibition Hall Authority Economic Growth and Development District, Commissioner ______________ moved, and 
Commissioner ______________ seconded, that:

 SECTION 1. The foregoing "Whereas" clauses are hereby adopted as set forth in the preamble to this Resolution.

 SECTION 2. The Agreement is hereby approved in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit A. The President, or her designee 
(each an "Authorized Representative"), are authorized, upon the advice of counsel, to execute the Agreement on behalf of the 
Headquarters Hotel Subdistrict and to take any action and execute any other document contemplated thereby.

 SECTION 3. The Agreement shall provide for the transfer by the Headquarters Hotel Subdistrict to the Hotel Lessee of its 2% sales tax 
and 2% hotel occupancy tax (collectively, the "Taxes") to be derived from the Hotel, said Taxes having been levied by the Headquarters 
Hotel Subdistrict pursuant to a resolution adopted by the Board on May 13, 2026. 
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SECTION 4. To the extent required, application is hereby made to the State Bond Commission, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, for approval of 
the Agreement as provided above, and application shall be made to the State Bond Commission in accordance with the foregoing on 
behalf of the Authority. By virtue of applicant/Headquarters Hotel Subdistrict's application for, acceptance and utilization of the benefits of 
the Louisiana State Bond Commission’s approval(s) resolved and set forth herein, it resolves that it understands and agrees that such 
approval(s) are expressly conditioned upon, and it further resolves that it understands, agrees and binds itself, its successors and assigns to, 
full and continuing compliance with the "State Bond Commission Policy on Approval of Proposed Use of Swaps, or other forms of Derivative 
Products Hedges, Etc.," adopted by the Commission on July 20, 2006, as to the borrowing(s) and other matter(s) subject to the approval(s), 
including subsequent application and approval under said Policy of the implementation or use of any swap(s) or other product(s) or 
enhancement(s) covered thereby.

 SECTION 5. If any provision of this Resolution shall be held to be illegal or invalid, such illegality or invalidity shall not affect any other 
provision of this Resolution, but this Resolution shall be construed and enforced as if such illegal or invalid provisions had not been contained 
herein. Any constitutional or statutory provision enacted after the date of this Resolution which validates or makes legal any provision of this 
Resolution which would not otherwise be valid or legal, shall be deemed to apply to this Resolution.

 SECTION 6. All resolutions, or parts thereof, in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

 SECTION 7. This Resolution shall become effective immediately. 
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